Discover
WESTLAKE
Early Learning Center

philosophy of
early childhood
education
We believe that each child is a unique individual, created by God,
growing and developing at his/her own pace.

At

Westlake

Early

Learning Center, each child is shown love and respect and provided with
learning opportunities appropriate for his/her own level of development
and growth. Individual differences are appreciated and celebrated as
part of God’s diversity in creation.

We believe that all truth is from God. Learning

and development should

reflect God’s view as found in His Word, the Bible, and in His Son, Jesus
Christ.

Biblical

teaching

is

incorporated

throughout

all

aspects

of

our

curriculum and class day.

We believe that children need to grow physically, mentally, socially,
emotionally, and spiritually.

Our curriculum is designed to address each

of these areas through a variety of activities including large and small
group instruction, Bible learning, music and movement, outdoor play and
exploration.

We believe that children learn best through play and hands-on
experiences.

Concepts

and

skills

are

introduced

through

a

variety

of

student-led and teacher-directed activities. Throughout the day, children
are provided with many opportunities to develop self-confidence, creativity
and critical thinking as well as communication and decision-making skills.

We believe that God has established the family as the primary
influence in a child’s life.

We count it a joy and privilege to partner with

you in the growth of your child and to provide an extension of what has
been learned at home.

We value clear communication between home and school and place a
high priority on creating a safe and nurturing classroom environment
where children feel a sense of security and belonging.

Parent support

and resources are also available through the Parents’ Association, planned
parent events, and your child’s teacher.

We believe that the early childhood years form the foundation for
future growth and development.

It

is

our

goal

to

provide

a

strong

foundation for continued learning by establishing love for God and others
as well as a life-long love of learning.

morning schedule

As students arrive, they put away their
belongings in individual cubbies, then set
off to choose a table activity. At our

Morning Meeting, students greet each
other, learn basic concepts, and work on
team building activities to create a
community within our classroom.

During

Center Time, students choose

from a variety of play and hands-on
activities where they practice literacy,
math, science, art, fine motor skills, and
social skills. Learning activities are
adapted to meet each child’s individual
needs and goals. Play areas and
materials change regularly to reflect our
current learning theme.

Additional morning activities include

Bible Time ,

the Bible, and are introduced to memory verses.

where we sing, pray, read

Snack Time

allows students

a mid-morning break while encouraging children to build relationships and
practice social skills.

Outdoor Play provides opportunities to
8:10-8:30

Arrival

8:30-8:50

Morning Meetings

8:50-9:35

Centers

9:35-10:00

Bible

10:00-10:15

Snack

10:15-11:15

Outdoor Play

11:15-11:30

Goodbye Time

11:30 AM

Departure

use the playground equipment,
participate in group games and large
motor activities, and explore nature.

We wrap up our day with

Goodbye

Time, where we read a story, reflect on
what we’ve learned that day, and work
on journals or participate in a learning
game. Then it’s time to pack everything
up and get in line to get picked up!

afternoon schedule

Preschool and Pre-K students who stay for

30 Minutes

Lunch

30 Minutes

Restroom/Story

full-day join together with our Extended
Care staff for lunch and afternoon fun.

Lunch Time provides additional time for
building relationships and practicing

Time/Devotions

30 Minutes

Outdoor Play

60 Minutes

Restroom/Quiet Time

60 Minutes

Table Time/Restroom

10 Minutes

Lineup

3:10 PM

Departure

social skills while enjoying a nutritious
lunch from home. Extended Care staff
assist children as needed while
encouraging independence with self-help
skills. Lunch is followed by bathroom
breaks, stories and songs.

Story Time includes additional fun and learning about the week’s learning theme.
An introduction to the Spanish language is also incorporated in story and song.
During

Devotions, children listen to a Bible story and participate in prayer.

A large portion of the afternoon is set aside for both active play and quiet rest.
Children participate in

Outdoor Play every day, weather permitting. While they run

and play, children are practicing gross motor skills and learning social skills such as
sharing, turn-taking, and cooperation.

After children return to the classroom,
they wash and take a bathroom break,
followed by

Quiet Time.

Clean/sanitized sleeping mats, blankets,
and soft animals are provided for each
child. While children are not required to
sleep during this time, they will be
expected to remain on their mat and
relax quietly. Following Quiet Time,
children begin preparing for

Departure.

During this time, children pack up their
belongings, take a bathroom break, and
read or play at the tables.

before & after care
WESTLAKECHRISTIAN.ORG/EXTENDEDCARE

Students who are not picked up at 3:10
will enjoy additional
followed by an
indoor

40 Minutes

Outdoor Play

15 Minutes

Snack Time

4:15-6:00 PM

Free Play,

Outdoor Play,

Afternoon Snack and

Free Play and Enrichment

Enrichment,

activities. Homework supervision is also

Homework, Pick-Up

provided for older students.

WCA Preschool through 6th grade students may use Before and After Care on an
“as needed” drop-in basis, provided space is available. You must register once per
school year if you plan to use drop-in care. This can be done at the beginning of
the school year or at any time, if the need arises. If you are planning to have your
child drop-in for extended care, advance notification is appreciated. Please call
the office at (847) 548–6209.

Please Note: Before and After School Care is not available for

½ days, teacher in-

service days, holidays, or spring and Christmas vacations.

Annual enrollment in WCA Before and
After School Care is required and based
on a first come/first serve basis.

We offer Before Care from 7:00–7:50 am,
and After Care from 3:10–6:00 pm.

To learn more about Extended Care at
Westlake Christian Academy, including
drop-in and annual rates, please visit

WESTLAKECHRISTIAN.ORG/EXTENDEDCARE

tuition & fees
WESTLAKECHRISTIAN.ORG/TUITION

EARLY LEARNING CENTER

HALF DAY (8:20–11:30AM)

TUITION

Preschool/Pre-K (Half)

2 Days (T/Th)

$1,400

Preschool/Pre-K (Half)

3 Days (M/W/F)

$2,100

Preschool/Pre-K (Half)

5 Days (M-F)

$3,450

EARLY LEARNING CENTER

FULL DAY (8:20-3:10 PM)

TUITION

Preschool/Pre-K (Full)

2 Days (T/Th)

$2,100

Preschool/Pre-K (Full)

3 Days (M/W/F)

$3,150

Preschool/Pre-K (Full)

5 Days (M-F)

$5,200

Tuition prices are annual amounts. Monthly payment plans are available.
A one-time enrollment fee of $100 is required for new students.
Preschool students must turn 3 by September 1.
Pre-Kindergarten students must turn 4 by September 1.

enrollment process
To learn more about a Christ-centered education

Discover
Westlake

at Westlake, we invite you to contact us for more
information, schedule a tour, or attend an open
house.

WESTLAKECHRISTIAN.ORG/DISCOVER

The admissions application is online. You will create

Apply

a login and submit your application and documents

Online

through FACTS Family Portal.

WESTLAKECHRISTIAN.ORG/APPLY
Once your admissions application is submitted

Family

online and all required forms and recommendations

Interview

are received, you will be contacted to schedule a
family interview with our principal, Mrs. Laura
DeReus.

Upon notification of acceptance, you will receive a

Financial

financial agreement form that contains your tuition

Commitment

amount. If you applied for Variable Tuition, this
form will be held by the school until the Variable
Tuition process is complete and an award has been
made.

Online enrollment is the final step. You will receive

Online

an email with instructions. The online enrollment

Enrollment

packet and registration fee, along with the signed
financial agreement form, must be submitted in
order to finalize enrollment at Westlake.

After completing your online enrollment, please

Welcome

watch for a Welcome Mailing. You will also start

to Westlake!

receiving "What's Up @ Westlake" and "Principal's
Pulse" email communications. New Family
Orientation will be held in August before school
starts.

WESTLAKECHRISTIAN.ORG/WELCOME
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